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Sisi makes new    
  friends



2

Sisi hopped onto the truck. 
Everything was loaded and they 
were now moving to a new house, 
in a new town, where Sisi will go  
to a new school.

“Mom do you think I will make  
new friends?” asked Sisi.
“Yes you will my dear,” said Mom.

2
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On the first day at her new school, 
Sisi was sad. She did not have any 
friends. “Who will be my friend?” 
she said to herself. 

“I don’t know anyone,” she thought. 
“How will I make new friends?”

“Bye mom” Sisi called out as she 
went off to school. I hope I meet  
a friend.
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Sisi went into her new Grade 2 
classroom. She was afraid and her 
heart was beating, thump, thump, 
thump. 

She had a new uniform, new books 
and a new teacher! She sat at a 
new desk, next to a new boy called 
Sam.  

“I wonder if Sam will be my friend,” 
she thought. 
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The bell rang for break and Sam 
ran off to play. He had friends!

Poor Sisi watched the children play. 
She wanted to play with them but 
she was too shy to ask.  No one saw 
Sisi standing alone. 
 
“I feel so lonely.”
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 I wish I could 
play too.
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The next day Sisi saw Mandu 
sitting alone and looking very sad.

Mandu was feeling sad because 
she did not bring her lunch box to 
school. Mandu was hungry. She 
saw Jim and Jabu eating their 
lunch. 

“I wish I had something to eat,” 
she said softly.
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Sisi saw that Mandu was sad.  

“What’s wrong, Mandu?” Sisi 
asked. “Did you forget your lunch 
at home?”
“Yes, and I am very hungry,” 
Mandu said

“Don’t worry Mandu,” Sisi said,  
“I will share my lunch with you.” 
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Sisi shared her lunch with Mandu.

“Mmm!” Mandu said. 
“This sandwich is yummy! Thank 
you, Sisi. Thank you for caring,” 
Mandu said. 

Sisi had a new friend!
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Ben the dog was very happy 
because Sisi had a new friend. 
“Woof, woof!” he barked. 
The children ran to see why Ben 
was barking.

“Hi Sisi!” they called, “come and 
play with us.”



17 17 



1818

Now Sisi had lots of new friends. 

She liked her new school. She had 
fun with her new friends. Changing 
schools was not so bad after all.

Making friends is easy  
if you are kind and caring!
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How to make friends

Sometimes it is hard to make new friends. 
What should you do?

Make the first move. 
Say Hello and tell 
your name.

Join after school 
activities.

20
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Make sure you are clean  
and tidy. 

Remember 
their names.

Be kind. 

Be good. 

... Be helpful and caring 
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 Look at the pictures.
Tell your friend what happens in each picture. 
Tell your friend which picture should be first, second 
and third. 
Use the pictures to help you retell the story to your 
friend.  

Group reading activities

1

Put the following sentences in the correct order 
and then read them to your friend. 

a. She waves good bye to her mother. 

b. Sisi shares her lunch with Mandu. 

c. Sisi sits with Sam.

d. Mandu is very hungry.

e. Today Sisi moves to a new house. 

2
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Group reading activities
Role play the story. 3

Complete this activity. 4
a. Write down two of your own words that will rhyme with: 

 
bought

 
care

 
lunch

 
day

b. Write the past tense of these words: 
 

wave
 

go
 

sit
 

call
 

move
  

 
 

share
 

play
 

forget
 

hop
 

say
 

c. Find words with the following sounds in the story and write 
them down:  

-ch
 

-th
 

-nd
 

wh-
  

d.  Find sentences in the story with the following punctuation 
marks and write them down:  

 .  ,  ?  !  “ ”
Talk about the story:

a. What is the title of the story?
b. Who are the main characters in the story?
c. Why did Sisi go to a new school?
d. What does it mean when we say “Sisi had 

butterflies in her tummy”? 

5
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Re-draw the mind-map in your exercise book  
and complete it. 

Main character/s:                    Other characters:

Write the story in about six sentences.  
Then draw a picture of your story. 

 

6

7

Title:

Beginning Middle End

What happened  
in the:

e.  Have you ever felt butterflies in your tummy? If so, why?
f. Why do you think Sisi was too shy to ask the children if she 

could play with them?
g. What did Ben do to help Sisi?
h. How do we know that Sisi was a good friend to Mandu?
i. What do you look for in a good friend?
j. Can you think of another ending for the story?
k. What question do you want to ask your teacher about this 

story?
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It's a dog's life
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Today Abby and Lebo got  
onto the school bus. 
Poor Ben could not get  
onto the bus.

“No Ben, you can't come on!” 
said Lebo. “No dogs allowed!”

2



3 3 3 



4

Today Abby and Lebo  
went to the library. 
Poor Ben could not go  
into the library. 

“No Ben, you can't come 
in!” said Abby. “No dogs 
allowed!”

4
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Today Abby and Lebo  
went to the beach. 
Poor Ben could not go  
onto the beach.

“No Ben, you can't come 
with us!” said Abby.  
“No dogs allowed!”
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Today Abby and Lebo  
went to play in the park. 
Poor Ben could not go into 
the park. 

 “No Ben, you can't come in!” 
said Abby. “No dogs  
allowed!”

8
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Poor Ben sat under the 
tree at the gate. 
“Grr!” said Ben. He waited 
and waited.
Ben fell asleep. Zzzzzz ...  
Then he started to dream.
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What did Ben dream?

Ben dreamed he was on the 
bus. 
“I will sit on the front seat of 
the bus,” said Ben.
Ben looked out the of window 
and enjoyed the ride.
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Ben dreamed that he was in class.
He sat in the front of the class, 
between Abby and Lebo.

“I can't wait for playtime,” 
said Ben. “And then it will be 
lunchtime!”  
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Ben dreamed he was digging in 
the sand and surfing the waves.

Ben was having a good time. 

“Life is great!” he shouted.
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Then Ben dreamed he was in 
the park with lots of other dogs. 
There were big dogs and small 
dogs and long dogs and short 
dogs.
Ben jumped on the swing.
“Swing, swing!” he sang.
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Ben went round and round on the 
merry-go-round. 
He went up and down the slide. He 
went up and down on the see-saw. 
Then Ben dug in the sandpit. Ben 
had a great time. 
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And then …

Lebo and Abby came to the gate. 
“Wake up Ben! We are going 
home now,” said Lebo.

“Huh? Wake up?” said Ben. 
“Do you mean I was dreaming?”

“Oh no! It's a dog's life!” thought 
Ben.
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Look at the pictures. 
Tell your friend what is happening in each picture. 
Tell your friend which picture should be first, second, 
third and last. 
Retell the story to your friend using the pictures.

Role-play the story 2

1

Group reading activities
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Read the following sentences to your friend. Then 
read them in the correct order. Lastly, retell the 
story to your friend in your own words.

Complete this activity.4

1. Ben dreamed that he was surfing.

2. Ben dreamed that he was in the park.

3. Ben fell asleep at the gate.

4. Ben could not go into the park.

5. Ben woke up.

3

a. Find the word in each row that is the same as the word in 
the first column.   

beach reach peach beach

look book look lock

sing ring wing sing

swim swim swam sweep

b. Find a word in the story that has the opposite meaning as 
the following words: 

yesterday
 

yes
 

awake
  

 
                                 

back
 

small
 

few
 

 

Group reading activities
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Talk about the story:

Write the story in three sentences and draw a 
picture of your story. 

a. What is the title of the story?
b. Who are the main characters in the story?
c. Name three things Ben wanted to do.
d. Do you think this is a true story? 
e. What happens in the beginning?
f. What happens in the middle?

7

6

5 Find sentences in the story with the following 
punctuation marks and write them down: 

.  ,  ?  !  “ ”

c. Complete these sentences using prepositions: 
 
   Ben could not go _____ the library.

   

   Ben could not go _____ the beach.
 

d. Find words with the following sounds in the story and write 
them down:  

ea
 

oo
 

-ing
    

e. Make a list of the things Ben wanted to do in the story.  
Use commas to separate the actions.
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How Zebra  
got its stripes



2

A long, long time ago, 
all zebras were white.
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Mr and Mrs Zebra were 
invited to a party. They 
wanted to look pretty  
so they painted themselves 
in bright colours.
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They looked at each other and 
Mrs Zebra said, “We really don’t 
look smart!” 

Mrs Zebra painted her chest 
black, and Mr Zebra painted  
his legs black.
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But they didn’t like the way 
they looked, so they washed off 
the paint.

Then they painted black stripes 
all over their bodies. 

They looked at each other and 
liked what they saw.
“Now we look pretty,” they said.

Off they went to the party.
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When Mr and Mrs Zebra 
arrived at the party the other 
animals loved the way they 
looked.

“You look pretty,” said the 
elephant.

“You look beautiful,” said the 
hippo.

“You look lovely,” said the rhino.

“Thank you very much.” said 
Mr and Mrs Zebra. “We also 
like our stripes!”
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Everyone at the party 
liked their stripes. 

Even King Lion told them 
how beautiful they looked.
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King Lion asked all the zebras 
to paint black stripes on their 
bodies.
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A few days later, the zebras 
went to the river to wash off 
the stripes but the stripes did 
not come off.

The sun had burnt the stripes 
into their bodies.



17 



18

To this day, zebras still can’t 
wash off their stripes.

That is why all zebras have  
black stripes.
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One little, two little, 
three little zebras,
Four little, five little,  
six little zebras,
Seven little, eight little, 
nine little zebras,
Galloping across the plain.

Nine little, eight little, 
seven little zebras,
Six little, five little,  
four little zebras,
Three little, two little, 
one little zebra,
Galloping back again.

Nine Little Zebras

Teacher’s note:

Sing to the tune of 
Ten Little Indians

Let’s 
sing!

20
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Zebras are 
related to 
horses and 
donkeys.

•  Each zebra has a different 
pattern of black and white stripes.

•  Zebras have long tails (50 cm).
•  Zebras stand up while sleeping.
• Zebras eat grass.

Zebra crossings 
(pedestrian crossings) 
are named after 
the black and white 
stripes of zebras.
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Group reading activities

Read the sentences to your friend.
Now read the sentences again in the 
correct order.

1

a.  All the zebras painted stripes on their 
bodies.

b. King Lion also said they looked beautiful.
c.  Mr and Mrs Zebra first painted 

themselves different colours and then with 
black stripes.

d.  The sun burned the stripes into their 
bodies and they could not wash off the 
stripes.

e.  Mr and Mrs Zebra wanted to look pretty 
for the party that they were invited to.

f. All the animals liked their stripes.
g.  Thats why zebras have black stripes.
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Role play the story.

Read the questions and tell your 
friend the answers.

a. What is the title of the story?
b. Who are the main characters in the story?
c. What did they do to change themselves?
d.  What did the other animals think about their 

changes?
e.  Did you enjoy the story?  

Give a reason for your answer.

2

3
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Rewrite the story in your own words. 
Write one paragraph of at least five 
sentences.

Copy and complete the table in your 
exercise book. 

a.  Find words in the story with the following 
sounds and write them down.

oo ai ay

str- wh- bl-

b.  Find two words that are the same  
as beautiful in the story and write  
them down.

c.  Find sentences in the story that have a 
comma , a full stop . and an exclamation mark! 
Copy them into your exercise book.

4

5


